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Downtown Bellevue
• Designated urban center
• 410 acres
• 2% of City’s land area
• 75% of City’s zoning      

capacity



1975 Downtown Bellevue



Downtown Bellevue Today



Key Dates
1953 City incorporation
1960s Rapid growth, superblock street system
1969 Eastside first “skyscraper” (13 stories)
1979 First Downtown Plan developed; vision of compact mixed-use center
1982 High-rise development begins
1981 New zoning regulations
1985 Original transit center built
1985 Building/Sidewalk Design Guidelines 
1988 First Downtown Implementation Plan
1993 Catalyst projects and partnerships: Convention Center, Regional Library
1994 Housing construction takes off
1999 Resurgence of high-rise development
2003 Updated Downtown Implementation Plan
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Population Forecast
Downtown Plan Update

374
1,010 1,182

8,450

14,000

4,500

1970 1980 1990 2003 2010 2020

+9,500



Jobs Forecast
Downtown Plan Update

5,372
10,609

22,257

35,000

49,000

63,000

1970 1980 1990 2003 2010 2020

+28,000



2020 Horizon:
Transportation Challenges

Daily person trips increase by 85% (from 295,400 
to 546,900)
PM Peak auto trips increase 107% (from 19,200 to 
39,700)

Key Points:
Constrained context for mobility solutions
Multi-modal solutions required – no silver bullets
Urban design and transportation integration vital to 
improve “livability”



Limited Public Right-of-Way

Downtown Bellevue (21% ROW)

600’ blocks

Downtown Portland (42% ROW)

250’ blocks



Land Use Pattern
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Development regulations direct the densest development 
into the core of downtown; this is also area with the least 
parking required (min), permitted (max).



New Transit Center

Today, buses carry 5% of downtown’s total daily 
trips; this is expected to increase to 10% by 2020



HOV Direct Access Ramps

Direct link at NE 6th Street to Transit Center
Improves speed and reliability of transit, HOV modes



NE 6th Street Pedestrian Corridor

Public Private Public 
(Transit 
Center)

3 superblocks



NE 6th Street Pedestrian Corridor

Center link created incrementally with adjacent private 
development, 30’ on north, 30’ on south
Land Use Code provides FAR bonus to developer
Design Guidelines direct the look, feel. 



Building/Sidewalk Relationships

D/R: Low-to-moderate ped orientation

B: Moderate-to-heavy ped orientation



Mid-Block Connections

Ped routes through 
superblocks



Transportation Management Plans
Typical Features:

Mode split goal for 
affected buildings
Transportation 
Coordinator for 
Building
Commuter Info Ctr
Financial incentives 
for non-SOV 
(parking discounts 
for carpool, free park 
days each month for 
HOV commuters)
ID cost of parking in 
leases
On-site sales of 
Transit passes
TMA role in 
implementation 
(optional)

N
E

10
6T

H
 P

L

ST NE 12TH ST

10
6T

H
 A

V
 N

E

1 0
2N

D
 A

V
 N

E

10
3 R

D
 A

V
 N

E

10
4T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NE 10TH ST

10
8T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NE 9TH
ST

AV
 N

E

11
1T

H

NE 12TH ST

NE 11TH ST

AV
 N

E

10
9T

H

NE 10TH ST

NE 8TH ST

NE 9TH ST

AV
 N

E
1 1

0T
H

11
1T

H
 A

V
 N

E

1 1
0T

H
 P

L 
  N

E

1 1
2T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NE 12TH PL

NE 6TH ST

10
4T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NE 4TH ST

10
5T

H
 A

V
 N

E

10
6T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NE 2ND ST

10
3R

D

1 0
7 T

H

AV
 N

E

MAIN    ST

NE 8th ST

AV
 N

E

AV
 N

E

10
2N

D

NE 6TH ST

11
0T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NEAV
 N

E

3RD ST
NE 2ND PL

11
5T

H
 A

V
 N

E

NE 2ND11
1T

H

PL

11
0T

H

AV
 N

E

MAIN ST

NE 3RD PL

AV
 S

E

SE

SE 1ST
SE 1ST

 P
L

Hilton

Toys 'R Us

 Main Street
Market Place

  Wallace
Properties

Coco's

Cascade
 Savings
   Bank

Bellevue
   Paint

McDonald's

Meydenbauer
       Center Windermere

 Real Estate

  Key Bank
      Bldg.

GIA

Beck Bldg.

Bellevue Square

Bellevue Plaza

200 Plaza

Safeway

Social
Security
Admin.

 Scan
Design

Bartell
 Drug

Oriental
 Rug Co.

Paccar Building

 U.S. Bank

Puget Sound
      Energy

    One
Bellevue
  Center

      Las
Margaritas

Good Guys

John Danz Building

   Barnes &
Noble Books

Rainier
     Plaza

400 Bldg.

   City
 Center
Bellevue

Skyline
 Tower

    Bellevue
Transit Center

Bellevue
     Corporate
           Plaza

Parking Garage

          First
Congregational
       Church

Travelodge Motel

Raymer
Building

H
  o

  u
  s

  e
  s

Houses

Quadrant
   Plaza

Parking
Garage

Conner
  Bldg.

Pacific
Regent

Eastwood
 Building

    Rosalie Whyel
Museum of Doll Art

Puget
Sound
Blood
Center

 Park Ridge
Apartments

Bellevue Vista

Eastview Manor

Silver
Cloud
  Inn

Gelati Place

       Bellevue
Professional Center

Cascade
    Bldg.

Redwood
     Bldg.

Washington
    Mutual
      Bank

Wendy's

Bellevue
     Place

age

      USWest
Communications

 Key
Bank

United States Post Office
               98004

Nature's
 Pantry

Del-Teet
Warehouse

      Belgate
Printing & Copy Belgate

  Plaza

Tony Roma's

Wells Fargo
     Bank

Keeg's

Bellevue North

Blockbuster
     VideoUniversity

    Book
    Store

  Pier 1
Imports

Burton
   Bldg.

Bellevue
Regional
 Library

McAusland Bldg.

Pa
rk

 R
ow

United States Post O

Overlake
Hospital

Ove
   No

      Ove
   Intern
 Associ

   Be
Apot
      S

T
C
R

Denny's

   West Coast
Bellevue Hote

Lincoln
   Center

Prestige
   Ford

98005

Tas
  To

Doubletree
     Hotel

 Was
     Im
Serv

Plaza Center

Moltissimo Bldg.

  Bellevue
Oldsmobile
   Cadillac

 Pacific Inn
Apartments

 2nd Street
Apartments

Windermere
Real Estate

Corner Court

Main Street
Building

Summit
 Ridge

MetropolitanDerek
Andrew

U.S. Bank
    Plaza

Oakwood
Apartments

The
Gardens

Bank of
America

Bank of
America

The Galleria

520 Building

INCA Building

Raymer Square

Garts Sports

   Bellevue
Pacific Tower

Rite Aid

 Atrium
Building

Zylstra Building

Prudential
Building

Plaza 305

Pacific First Plaza

Future Site of:
Belle Arts

Main
Street
Plaza

Courtyard
Off Main

Over
Cente

Overlake Se
Health Cente

Overlake
Hospital
Medical
 Center

Breast Health
Center

Neuro
Ra
Co
of 

Ov
Ca

Over
Med
Towe

Future Site of:
Bellevue
Technology Tower

Extended
Stay
America

Limestone
Court

Avalon Bay

Bellevue
Art
Museum

Apartments

Civica
Office
Commons

Pinnacle BellCenter

One Twelfth
At Twelfth

Key
Center

          Qwest
Communications

Atrium
Plaza

1

6

13

3

4

8

14

7

5

10

12

9

11

2

Map  Location

V:\tr\ai\planning\Transit\cbd_tmp_a.mxd



Downtown Employer Profile
20 CTR employers in downtown
4,500 employees at CTR-affected worksites (of 
35,000 employees total in downtown)
90% of downtown employers have <20 employees
Citywide, 82% of “covered” employees work at 
firms with <20 employees.



Excellent SOV Performance at Certain 
CTR Employers in Downtown

Top performers, with SOV rate <50% include: 
GE Capital 
Key Bank
CH2M Hill
Entranco
HDR Engineering
HNTB Corp



Mode Change Strategies
for Commute Trips to Downtown

Provision of Pedestrian Facilities
Provision of Transit Service
Parking Cost
FlexPass!
Bellevue TMA



New Employers in Downtown

CTR-affected employers moving to Downtown: 
Parametrix
Drugstore.com
Symetra
Bellevue City Hall



Issues and Challenges
Mid-day traffic peak
Getting to “Park once”
Boosting non-SOV mode share beyond 33% 
of commute trips



Conclusion


